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Dear 3rd Grade Parents,  
  
This reading list offers a sampling of the best and most popular titles across an array of 
genres and reading levels. While this list is intended as a guide to your child’s reading, it 
is merely a fraction of the choices available to you. It would be impossible to include all 
the wonderful books available for children. 
 
We recommend the following online resources, which provide additional reading lists 
from which to choose books. These websites also include articles about reading and 
children’s literature.  
  

American Library Association: http://www.ala.org   
Children’s Book Council: http://www.cbcbooks.org   
International Reading Association: http://www.reading.org   
The Horn Book: http://www.hbook.com    
School Library Journal’s Best Books: http://www.slj.com   

 
I hope you will set aside time each day to share a book with your child. There is no better 
support for your child’s academic success than reading aloud to her/him every day. 
Listening to good children's literature enlarges vocabulary, expands general knowledge, 
enriches understanding of literary references, and shows how much you care about 
reading and learning. Picture books are not only meant for younger children; older 
children can benefit from the richness of illustrations and story lines.  
 
Each 3rd Grader should read at least two books independently. Two reviews are due at the 
August conferences. A form for the reviews is included (and on the website) for your 
convenience/ 
 
Have fun making reading a big part of your summer!  
 
Early Readers  
Cazet, Denys, Minnie and Moo Series  
Two hilarious cows share in many adventures.  
 
DiCamillo, Kate, Mercy Watson Series  
Join the adventures of Mercy Watson, a spoiled but charming pig.  
 
Eastman, P.D., Are You my Mother?  
A newly hatched bird searches for his mother.  
 
Guest, Elissa, Haden Iris and Walter Series Iris adjusts to moving with the help of her 
grandfather and a new friend.  
 
Howe, James, Pinky and Rex Series  
The hilarious adventures of two best friends.  
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Lobel, Arnold, Frog and Toad are Friends  
The first of several books about two humorous companions.  
 
Marshall, Edward, Fox Series  
Fox wants to have fun, but responsibilities, such as caring for his younger sister, get in 
his way.  
 
Miller, Sara Swan, Three Stories You Can Read to Your Cat  
Stories from the cat’s point of view.  
 
Minarik, Else, Little Bear Series  
Some gentle tales of Little Bear.  
 
Parish, Peggy, Amelia Bedelia Series  
Tales of the maid who always takes her instructions too literally, leading to hilarious 
results.  
 
Ross, Pat, M & M Series  
Stories of two best friends; Mandy and Mimi.  
 
Rylant, Cynthia, Henry and Mudge Series  
Heart warming stories of a boy and his dog. Also by Rylant: Poppleton, Inspector 
Hopper, The High Rise Private Eyes, & Mr. Putter and Tabby.  
 
Sharmat, Marjorie W. ,Nate the Great Series A young detective solves many mysteries.  
 
Silverman, Erica, Cowboy Kate and Cocoa:  
Partners Kate and her horse, Cocoa, experience silly adventures on the cattle ranch.  
 
Willems, Mo Elephant and Piggie Series  
The hilarious adventures of two best friends!  
  
Beginning Chapter Books  
Adler, David A., Cam Jansen Series  
Cam’s photographic memory comes in handy for solving mysteries.  
 
Anderson, C.W., Blaze and the Forest Fire  
Billy must sound the alarm when the forest catches fire.  
 
Baglio, Ben, Animal Ark Series  
Mandy Hope loves to help her parents at the Animal Ark Veterinary Clinic, and has many 
adventures with animals.  
 
Banks, Lynne Reid I, Houdini  
The exploits of a hamster who recounts his triumphs as an escape artist.  
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Barrow, Annie, Ivy + Bean  
When seven-year-old Bean plays a mean trick on her sister, she finds unexpected support 
for her antics from Ivy, the new neighbor.  
 
Byars, Betsy, The Golly Sisters Go West  
Funny adventures on the way west with a two person show.  
 
Cleary, Beverly, The Ramona Series  
The humorous adventures of Ramona and her family.  
 
Conford, Ellen, Annabel the Actress Starring in Just a Little Extra  
A spunky aspiring actress pushes her way into an “extra” role in a movie.  
 
Cox, Judy, Weird Stories From the Lonesome Café  
The customers at Sam’s uncle’s restaurant are varied and strange in this humorous early 
chapter book.  
 
Dahl, Roald, Fantastic Mr. Fox  
Mr. Fox fights to protect his family and neighbors from the cruelty of three farmers.  
 
Haywood, Carolyn, B is for Betsy (Series)  
Betsy meets a variety of new and interesting people in school.  
 
Henry, Marguerite, Misty of Chincoteague (Series)  
Misty is descended from ponies shipwrecked centuries ago on a wild island off the 
Maryland shore.  
 
Howe, Deborah & James, Bunnicula (Series)  
A dog and cat try to convince their owners that the rabbit they’ve adopted is really a 
vampire who sucks the juice out of vegetables.  
 
Hurwitz, Johanna, PeeWee Tales  
The adventures of a guinea pig in Central Park.  
 
King-Smith, Dick, Jenius: The Amazing Guinea Pig  
Judy’s pet guinea pig is so brilliant that he can play dead.  
 
King-Smith, Dick, Lady Lollipop (Series)  
Spoiled Princess Penelope meets her match in Johnny, a quick witted swineherd and his 
extraordinary pig, Lollipop.  
 
Le Guin, Ursula, Catwings (Series)  
Four young cats with wings leave the city slums in search of a safe place to live.  
 
Lovelace, Maud  
Hart Betsy, Tacy (Series) This first book in a long series tells the story of two girls who 
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are such good friends that people start to think of them as one person.  
 
Lowry, Lois, Gooney Bird Greene (Series)  
Exuberant second grader Gooney Bird Greene bursts into her classroom and demands 
attention with her far-fetched stories.  
 
McDonald, Megan, Judy Moody Predicts the Future (Series) Judy’s mood ring convinces 
her that she can tell fortunes.  
 
Mills, Claudia, 7 X 9 = Trouble!  
Third grader struggles to learn his multiplication tables, stay ahead of his math whiz 
brother and convince his parents that he needs a pet.  
 
Parish, Peggy, Key to the Treasure  
Three children search for treasure hidden on their grandparents’ property.  
 
Pennypacker, Sara, Clementine 
While experiencing difficulties in her friendship with Margaret, Clementine gains a 
unique hairstyle and helps her father in his efforts to banish pigeons from the front of 
their apartment building.  
 
Peterson, John, The Littles (Series)  
A very small family lives under the floor boards of the Biggs’ house.  
 
Smith, Robert Kimmel Chocolate Fever Henry eats so much chocolate that he makes 
medical history.  
 
Wojciechowski, Susan, Beany and the Dreaded Wedding  
When she is asked to be a flower girl at cousin Amy’s wedding, Beany worries about all 
the things that could go wrong.  
  
Classic Chapter Books  
 
Atwater, Richard, Mr. Popper’s Penguins  
Mr. Popper’s passion for polar exploration is tested when an explorer he admires sends 
him an unexpected present  
 
Barrie, J. M., Peter Pan  
The boy who never grows up and the children who accompany him.  
 
Baum, L. Frank, The Wizard of Oz (Series)  
Dorothy and her dog Toto fly through the center of a twister to the land of Oz.  
 
Boston, L.M. The Children of Green Knowe (Series)  
The tale of Tolly, his great grandmother, her ancient house Green Knowe, and the ghosts 
who link the family’s generations.  
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Burnett, Frances Hodgson, A Little Princess Sara Crewe lives in privilege at her London 
boarding school until her father dies and leaves her penniless.  
 
Burnett, Frances Hodgson The Secret Garden 
A lonely child leaves her home in India to live on her uncle’s estate in England where she 
meets her disabled cousin.  
 
Carroll, Lewis, Alice in Wonderland  
The classic tale of Alice and her adventures down the rabbit hole.  
 
Collodi, Carlo, The Adventures of Pinocchio  
The delightful tale of the little wooden boy.  
 
Grimes, Nikki, Meet Danitra Brown  
Zuri Jackson wants readers to meet her friend, Danitra Brown, the “most wonderful 
splendiferous girl in town”  
 
Lattimore, Eleanor, Little Pear  
An illustrated story of a five year-old Chinese boy.  
 
Lawson, Robert, Ben and Me  
Benjamin Franklin’s biographer is Amos the mouse.  
 
Lindgren, Astrid, Pippi Longstocking  
Pippi lives without any grown-ups in a little house at the edge of the village. Her 
adventures are both absurd and funny.  
 
MacDonald, George, The Princess and the Goblin  
Curdie, a miner’s son, saves the princess Irene from being carried away by the goblins 
who live under the earth in her father’s kingdom.  
 
Milne, A. A., Winnie the Pooh  
The adventures of Christopher Robin and his friends, Eeyore, Piglet, and Pooh, a bear of 
very little brain.  
 
Montgomery, L. M., Anne of Green Gables  
When the Cuthberts decide to adopt a boy to help manage their farm, they are unprepared 
for the high-spirited girl who arrives.  
 
Nesbit, E., Five Children and It  
Some children discover a sand fairy who can grant their wishes.  
 
Nesbit, E., The Treasure Seekers  
The Bastable children decide to recover the family’s fortune by digging for treasure.  
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Sewell, Anna, Black Beauty  
A horse tells the story of the life he has lived under different masters.  
 
Streatfeild, Noel, Ballet Shoes  
Three sisters by adoption go to ballet school in London.  
 
Travers, P. L,. Mary Poppins  
A remarkable nanny comes to look after the Banks family. 
 
White, E. B., Charlotte’s Web  
In a quiet but busy farmyard, a friendship forms between Wilbur, a pig, and Charlotte, a 
spider.  
 
Taylor, Sydney, All-of-a-Kind Family (Series)  
At the turn of the century, five Jewish sisters live with their parents on NYC’s Lower 
East Side.  
 
Longer Chapter Books  
Aiken, Joan, The Wolves of Willoughby Chase  
Brave Bonny and gentle Sylvia must outwit a wicked governess and other villains in this 
high-spirited adventure.  
 
Alexander, Lloyd, The Book of Three (Series)  
Taran, the assistant pig-keeper, becomes involved in a hazardous attempt to save the 
kingdom of Prydain from evil.  
 
Alvarez, Julia, How Tia Lola Came to Visit/Stay  
A Dominican-American mother and her children move from New York City to a 
Vermont farmhouse and are joined by their very ethnic aunt.  
 
Avi, Poppy (Series)  
A brave young mouse discovers a tyrannical owl’s secret.  
 
Babbitt, Natalie, The Search for Delicious  
Twelve-year-old Gaylen travels to discover the definition of “delicious.”  
 
Banks, Lynne Reid, The Fairy Rebel  
A rebellious fairy named Tiki risks the wrath of the Fairy Queen by trying to fulfill a 
human’s special request for help.  
 
Bellairs, John, The House With a Clock in its Walls (Series)  
A boy and his uncle, a wizard, search their old house for a mysterious clock hidden in the 
walls.  
 
Billingsley, Franny Well Wished  
In a time of dire need, eleven-year-old Nuria tries to outwit the magical wishing well in 
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her mysterious mountain village.  
 
Birdsall, Jeanne, The Penderwicks  
While vacationing with their widowed father in the Berkshire Mountains, four sisters, 
ages four through twelve, share adventures with a local boy, much to the dismay of his 
snobbish mother.  
 
Brittain, Bill, The Wish Giver  
Three people are each given one wish guaranteed to come true, but the results are far 
from what anyone might have expected.  
 
Burnford, Sheila, The Incredible Journey  
Two dogs and a cat travel three hundred perilous miles after being separated from their 
human family.  
 
Byars, Betsy, The Midnight Fox  
A boy feels unhappy about having to spend a summer on a farm, but suddenly changes 
his attitude when he spots a magnificent black fox.  
 
Clements, Andrew, The School Library  
Natalie, a talented writer and budding novelist, submits her story under a pen name to her 
editor mother.  
 
Cohen, Barbara, Thank You, Jackie Robinson  
A fatherless boy befriends an elderly black man who shares his love of baseball and, in 
particular, the Brooklyn Dodgers.  
 
Creech, Sharon, Ruby Holler  
Thirteen-year-old orphan twins are rescued by an eccentric couple and enter a magical 
place.  
 
Cushman, Karen, Rodzina  
As a lonely, scared twelve-year-old travels west on an orphan train in 1881, she discovers 
her inner strengths.  
 
DeJong, Meindert, Hurry Home, Candy  
Candy, a little dog without a home, experiences one crisis after another, but is finally 
rescued by an old sea captain.  
 
DiCamillo, Kate, The Miraculous Journey of Edward Tulane  
Edward Tulane, a toy rabbit, loves only himself until he is separated from the little girl 
who adores him.  
 
DiCamillo, Kate, The Tale of Despereaux  
The tale of a smaller-than-usual mouse, Despereaux, who is in love with music, stories 
and a princess named Pea.  
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Eager, Edward, Half Magic  
Children find a magic coin that makes their wishes come half true. 
 
Edwards, Julie, The Last of the Really Great Whangdoodles  
The Whangdoodle, the most wise and kind creature in the world, decides to set up a 
peaceful kingdom inhabited by some very odd creatures.  
 
Edwards, Julie, Mandy  
A lonely ten-year-old girl living in an English orphanage discovers a tiny deserted 
cottage and turns it into a favorite hideaway.  
 
Enright, Elizabeth, The Saturdays (Series)  
The four Melendy children pool their allowances so that each child can have a truly 
exciting Saturday adventure.  
 
Estes, Eleanor, The Moffats (Series)  
The story of a widowed mother and her four lively, happy children. A series.  
 
Farley, Walter, The Black Stallion  
A boy and a great black stallion are shipwrecked together on an island.  
 
Fleischman, Sid, The 13th Floor  
When his older sister disappears, 12-year-old Buddy Stebbins follows her back in time 
and finds himself aboard a pirate ship.  
 
Funke, Cornelia, The Thief Lord  
Two orphan brothers run away from relatives who intend to separate them. In Venice 
they join forces with a band of street kids, and the Thief Lord.  
 
George, Jean C,. Julie of the Wolves  
An Eskimo girl runs away to search of her father. Marooned in an arctic wasteland, she 
must depend on a pack of wolves for her survival.  
 
Giff, Patricia Reilly, Lily’s Crossing  
During a summer at Rockaway Beach in 1944, Lily befriends a young Hungarian 
refugee, and she sees the war and her own world differently.  
 
Grahame, Kenneth, The Wind in the Willows  
Rat, Mole, Badger, and Toad have adventures on the river bank.  
 
Hamilton, Virginia, The House of Dies Drear  
Tom’s father rents a mysterious and dangerous house that was once a stop on the 
Underground Railroad. Followed by The Mystery of Drear House.  
 
Hesse, Karen, Letters from Rifka  
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In letters to her cousin, a young Jewish girl chronicles her family’s flight from Russia in 
1919.  
 
Horvath, Polly, The Trolls Eccentric Aunt Sally comes from Canada to babysit the 
Anderson children while their parents are on a trip to Paris.  
 
Horvath, Polly, Everything On A Waffle  
An eleven-year-old is convinced that her parents, missing and presumed dead, survived a 
storm at sea.  
 
Hurwitz, Johanna,The Adventures of Ali Baba Bernstein  
Eight-year-old David is convinced that his life will be more adventurous when he 
changes his name to Ali Baba.  
 
Ibbotson, Eva, Island of the Aunts  
Several aging sisters decide that they must kidnap children and bring them to their 
secluded island to care for an assortment of unusual sea creatures.  
 
Ibbotson, Eva, Journey to the River Sea  
Maia’s life suddenly experiences twists and turns as she travels from her post- Victorian 
private school to meet her relatives in Brazil.  
 
Jacques, Brian, Redwall (Series)  
Swashbuckling stories of villainous rats battling warrior mice.  
 
Kaye, M. M , The Ordinary Princess, A fairy gives a princess the gift of “ordinariness” at 
her christening.  
 
Kipling, Rudyard, The Jungle Book 
A human boy is adopted by a wolf pack and taught the jungle laws by a panther and a 
bear.  
 
Kjelgaard, Jim, Big Red  
A champion Irish setter and a trapper’s son roam the wilderness and track a bear. 
 
Kurz, Jane, Jakarta Missing  
Dakar’s family moves back to the United States from their home in East Africa.  
 
Le Guin, Ursula, Wizard of Earthsea (Series)  
When the boy Sparrowhawk trains to be a wizard with the Master Wizard he encounters 
the evil shadows.  
 
L’Engle, Madeleine, A Wrinkle in Time (Series)  
Meg and her friends wander through space and time to save Meg’s father, who has been 
captured by an evil force.  
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L’Engle, Madeleine, Meet the Austins (Series)  
A spoiled orphan comes to live with a doctor’s warm, loving family, and the new 
addition causes some strain.  
 
Levine, Gail Carson, Ella Enchanted  
When her fairy godmother gives Ella the gift of obedience, her life begins a series of 
adventures.  
 
Lewis, C.S., The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe (Series)  
Four children find a door in the back of a wardrobe that leads them into the land of 
Narnia.  
 
MacLachlan, Patricia, Seven Kisses in a Row  
Emma learns to accept differences in people when her aunt and uncle come to take care 
of her and her brother.  
 
Martin, Ann, The Doll People  
A family of porcelain dolls that has lived in the same house for one hundred years are 
shocked when a new family of plastic dolls arrives and doesn’t follow The Doll Code of 
Honor.  
 
McCaffrey, Anne, Dragonsong  
Menolly wants to enter Harper’s Hall as a musician, but on the planet Pern, where huge 
dragons stand guard, girls are not allowed to practice music.  
 
McKinley, Robin, Beauty  
This retelling of “Beauty and the Beast” adds many rich and original details to the shorter 
tale.  
 
Merrill, Jean, The Pushcart War  
The story of the war that develops between the pushcart owners and the huge trucks that 
dominate the streets of New York City.  
 
Morey, Walt, Gentle Ben  
A boy befriends a bear chained to a shed since he was a cub.  
 
Myers, Walter Dean, Me, Mop and the Moondance Kid  
T.J., his younger brother, Moondance, and Mop grew up together in the same orphanage. 
Now T.J. and Moondance have been adopted and Mop has to find a family before the 
orphanage closes.  
 
Naylor, Phyllis Reynolds, Shiloh 
Marty finds a lost beagle and tries to protect it from its mean-spirited owner.  
 
North, Sterling, Rascal,  
The story of a boy in a small Midwestern town at the end of World War I and a pet 
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raccoon.  
 
Norton, Mary, Bed-Knobs and Broomsticks  
A spinster studying to be a witch gives three children special powers.  
 
O’Brien, Robert C., Mrs. Frisby and the Rats of NIMH (Series)  
A group of intelligent rats, who’ve escaped from a scientific laboratory, help a widowed 
mouse.  
 
Oppel, Kenneth, Silverwing  
A young bat on a quest encounters danger and adventure.  
 
Parish, Peggy, Key to the Treasure  
Three children vacationing at their grandparents solve an old mystery.  
 
Paulsen, Gary, Hatchet  
Thirteen year-old Brian, the only survivor of a plane crash in the Canadian wilderness, 
must find the strength and skill to survive.  
 
Peck, Richard, Fair Weather, Rosie and family members journey from their peaceful farm 
to bustling Chicago, the site of 1893 World’s Fair.  
 
Peck, Robert Newton, Soup The funny adventures of the boys Soup and Robert growing 
up in New England.  
 
Pinkwater, D. Manus, Lizard Music  
Watching television late one night, eleven year-old Victor finds to his amazement that all 
the programs feature lizards.  
 
Pullman, Philip, I Was a Rat,  
A little boy turns life in London upside down when he appears at the house of a lonely 
old couple and insists he was a rat.  
 
Pullman, Philip, Spring-Heeled Jack  
The adventures of three orphans in Victorian England.  
 
Raskin, Ellen, The Westing Game  
A complex murder mystery with a twist that no reader will anticipate.  
 
Rodgers, Mary, Freaky Friday  
One day thirteen year-old Annabel wakes up and finds she has to live in her mother’s 
body, while her mother must live in hers.  
 
Rowling, J.K. Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone (Series)  
At the age of eleven orphaned Harry discovers he is of wizard heritage and sets off to a 
very special boarding school.  
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Sawyer, Ruth, Roller Skates  
Set in the 1890’s when Lucinda roamed New York City on her roller skates.  
 
Schmidt, Gary D., Straw into Gold  
What if Rumpelstiltskin kept the baby? An old story with new depth.  
 
Sidney, Margaret, Five Little Peppers & How They Grew  
Polly Pepper and her siblings must help their poor mother. A series.  
 
Snyder, Zilpha Keatley, The Egypt Game  
A group of children play an elaborate game based on their research about ancient Egypt. 
A murder in the neighborhood leads to the game taking a dangerous turn.  
 
Spyri, Johanna, Heidi  
Heidi goes to live with her grandfather in the Swiss Alps and loves her life on the 
mountains with her goats and her friend Peter.  
 
Stevenson, Robert Louis, Treasure Island  
A boy finds a treasure map and embarks with an unsavory group of characters to find the 
buried treasure.  
 
White, E.B., Charlotte’s Web  
A pig, Wilbur, is saved by his spider friend Charlotte.  
 
Wiles, Deborah Love, Ruby Lavender  
Ruby’s grandmother goes to Hawaii leaving Ruby to rescue chickens and deal with her 
grandfather’s death.  
 
Wrede, Patricia, Dealing with Dragons  
In this first book in a series, a princess runs away from the life she’s expected to lead and 
dedicates herself to serving dragons.  
 
BIOGRAPHIES  
Adler, David A., American’s Champion Swimmer: Gertrude Ederle  
 
Bray, Rosemary L., Martin Luther King Paintings by Malcah Zeldis  
 
Brown, Don, Uncommon Traveler: Mary Kingsley in Africa  
 
Christensen, Bonnie, The Daring Nellie Bly: America’s Star Reporter  
 
Cooney, Barbara, Eleanor (Eleanor Roosevelt)  
 
Corey, Shana, You Forgot Your Skirt, Amelia Bloomer: A Very Improper Story  
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Davidson, Margaret, Louis Braille: The Boy Who Invented Books for the Blind  
 
Demi Buddha  
 
Ehrlich, Amy Rachel: The Story of Rachel Carson  
 
Everett, Gwen, L’il Sis and Uncle Willie 
A Story Based on the Life and Paintings of William H. Johnson  
 
Farris, Christine King, My Brother Martin:  
A Sister Remembers Growing Up With The Rev Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.  
 
Ferris, Jeri, Arctic Explorer 
The Story of Matthew Henson  
 
Fradin, Dennis & Judy, Ida B. Wells 
Mother of the Civil Rights Movement  
 
Fritz, Jean, Will you Sign Here, John Hancock?  
 
Freedman, Russell, Lincoln 
A Photobiography  
 
Goodall, Jane, The Chimpanzees I Love: Saving Their World and Ours  
 
Kerley, Barbara, The Dinosaurs of Waterhouse Hawkins  
 
Krensky, Stephen, Shooting for the Moon: The Amazing Life and Times of Annie 
Oakley  
 
Lasky, Kathryn, The Librarian Who Measured the Earth  
 
Littlechild, George, This Land is My Land (A Cree Indian’s story)  
 
Mays, Osceola Osceola : Memories of a Sharecropper’s Daughter  
 
Meigs, Cornelia, Invincible Louisa  
 
O’Connor, Barbara, Katherine Dunham: Pioneer of Black Dance  
 
Patrick, Jean L. The Girl Who Struck out Babe Ruth  
 
Pinkney, Andrea Davis, Alvin Ailey  
 
Pinkney, Andrea Davis, Dear Benjamin Banneker  
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Pinkney, Andrea Davis, Duke Ellington  
 
Poole, Josephine, Joan of Arc  
 
Rappaport, Doreen, Freedom River: The Story of John Parker  
 
Rappaport, Doreen, Martin’s Big Words: The Life of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.  
 
Rockwell, Anne, Only Passing Through: The Story of Sojourner Truth  
 
St. George, Judith, Dear Dr. Bell. . . Your Friend, Helen Keller  
 
Stanley, Diane, Leonardo da Vinci  
 
Stanley, Diane, Peter the Great  
 
Stanley, Diane, Cleopatra  
 
Stanley, Diane, Charles Dickens: The Man Who Had Great Expectations  
 
Stanley, Diane, Bard of Avon: The Story of William Shakespeare  
 
Thomas, Jane Resh, Behind the Mask: The Life of Queen Elizabeth I  
 
Wheeler, Opal, Mozart, the Wonder Boy  
 
Winter, Jeanette, My Name is Georgia (O’Keeffe’s life)  
 
Winter, Jonah, Diego (Diego Rivera)  
 
Winter, Jonah, Frida (Kahlo)  
 
Wisniewski, David, Sundiata: Lion King of Mali (A great African king)  
 
Yates, Elizabeth, Amos Fortune, Free Man  
  
Poetry  
De Regniers, Beatrice, Sing a Song of Popcorn: Every Child’s Book of Poems  
 
Eliot, T.S. Old Possum’s Book of Practical Cats  
 
Florian, Douglas, Bing Bang Boing; Poems and Drawings, Laugh-eteria  
 
Frost, Robert, You Come Too: Favorite Poems for Young Readers  
 
George, Kristine, Toasting Marshmallows: Camping Poems  
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Gollub, Matthew, Cool melons—turn to frogs! The life and Poems of Issa  
 
Grimes, Nikki, Is it Far to Zanzibar?  
 
Hall, Donald, ed. The Oxford Book of Children’s Verse in America  
 
Hollyer, Belinda, The Kingfisher Book of Family Poems  
 
Hopkins, Lee Bennett, Yummy! Eating Through a Day  
 
Hughes, Langston, The Dream Keeper, and Other Poems  
 
Lear, Edward, The Complete Nonsense of Edward Lear  
 
Mak, Kam, My Chinatown: One Year in Poems  
 
McNaughton, Colin, Making Friends with Frankenstein: A Book of Monstrous  
Poems and Pictures.  
 
Milne, A. A., Now We Are Six, When We Were Very Young  
 
Opie, Iona & Peter, The Oxford Book of Children’s Verse  
 
Paul, Ann Whitford, All By Herself: 14 Girls Who Made a Difference  
 
Prelutsky, Jack, The New Kid on the Block A Pizza the Size of the Sun  
It’s Raining Pigs and Noodles  
 
Silverstein, Shel, Falling Up Where the Sidewalk Ends A Light in the Attic  
 
Stevenson, Robert Louis, A Child’s Garden of Verses  
 
Thomas, Joyce Carol, Hush Songs: African American Lullabies  
 
Zemach, Margot, Some from the Moon, Some from the Sun  
  
Multicultural Books  
Ada, Alma, I Love Saturdays y Domingos  
A young girl enjoys the similarities and the differences between her English-speaking and 
Spanish-speaking grandparents.  
 
Ada, Alma Flor, My Name is Maria Isabel  
Third grader María Isabel, born in Puerto Rico and now living in the United States, wants 
badly to fit in at school; and the teacher's writing assignment "My Greatest Wish" gives 
her that opportunity.  
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Birtha, Becky, Grandmama’s Pride  
While on a trip in 1956 to visit her grandmother in the South, six-year-old Sarah Marie 
experiences segregation for the first time, but discovers that things have changed by the 
time she returns the following year.  
 
Bolden, Tonya Maritcha,: A Nineteenth-Century Girl  
The personal memoirs of Maritcha Remond Lyons, born in nineteenth-century New York 
City.  
 
Bridges, Ruby, Through My Eyes  
Ruby Bridges recounts the story of her involvement, as a six-year-old, in the 
Kindergarten of her school in New Orleans in 1960.  
 
Bruchac, Joseph, Gluskabe and the Four Wishes  
Four Abenaki men set out on a difficult journey to ask the great hero Gluskabe to grant 
each his fondest wish.  
 
Cheng, Andrea, Grandfather Counts  
When her maternal grandfather comes from China, Helen, who is biracial, develops a 
special bond with him despite their age and language differences.  
 
Crews, Nina, The Neighborhood Mother Goose  
A collection of nursery rhymes, both familiar and lesser known, illustrated with  
photographs in a city setting.  
 
Curtis, Christopher Paul, Bud, Not Buddy Ten-year-old Bud, a motherless boy living in 
Michigan, during the Great Depression, escapes a bad foster home and sets out in search 
of the man he believes to be his father--the renowned bandleader, H.E. Calloway.  
 
Diakite, Penda, I Lost My Tooth in Africa  
A young American girl visits her relatives in West Africa and learns about the African 
Tooth Fairy  
 
Dorros, Arthur, Abuela  
While riding on a bus with her grandmother, a little girl imagines that they are carried up 
into the sky and fly over the sights of New York City.  
 
Erdrich, Louise, The Birchbark House  
Omakayas, a seven-year-old Ojibwa girl, lives through the joys of summer and the perils 
of winter on an island in Lake Superior in 1847.  
 
Freeman, Russell, Indian Winter Relates the experiences of a German prince, his servant, 
and a young Swiss artist as they traveled through the Missouri River Valley in 1833.  
 
Grace, Catherine O’Neill, 1621: A New Look at Thanksgiving Chronicles the events of 
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the first Thanksgiving and discusses how the holiday has changed throughout history.  
 
Greenfield, Eloise, Honey, I Love, and Other Poems  
A collection of poems centering on the theme of love.  
 
Grimes, Nikki, Meet Danitra Brown  
A little girl introduces her best friend through a collection of thirteen poems.  
 
Hall,Bruce Edward, Henry and the Kite Dragon 
In 1920’s New York City, the children from Chinatown go after the children from Little 
Italy for throwing rocks at the beautiful kites Grandfather Chin makes.  
 
Hamilton, Virginia, The People Could Fly: American Black Folktales  
Retold Afro-American folktales of animals, fantasy, the supernatural, and desire for 
freedom, born of the sorrow of the slaves, but passed on in hope.  
 
Harjo, Joy, The Good Luck Cat  
When he disappears, her good luck cat Woogie has already used up eight of his nine lives 
in narrow escapes from disaster.  
 
Herold, Maggie Rugg, A Very Important Day  
Two hundred nineteen people from thirty-two different countries make their way to 
downtown New York in a snow storm to be sworn in as citizens.  
 
Howard, Elizabeth, Virgie Goes to School With Us Boys  
In the post-Civil War South, a young African American girl is determined to prove that 
she can go to school just like her older brothers.  
 
Lester, Julius, John Henry  
Retells the legend of the African-American railroad builder who raced against a steam 
drill to cut through a mountain.  
 
Lester, Julius, The Last Tales of Uncle Remus  
The final adventures and misadventures of Brer Rabbit and his friends.  
 
Lin, Grace, The Year of the Dog  
Frustrated at her seeming lack of talent for anything, a Taiwanese American girl sets out 
to apply the lessons of the Chinese Year of the Dog to her own life.  
 
Look, Lenore, Uncle Peter’s Amazing Chinese Wedding  
The traditions of a Chinese wedding are conveyed through the eyes of a little girl who is 
jealous of her uncle’s new bride.  
 
Mak, Kam, My Chinatown  
Presents a collection of poems chronicling a year in the life of a young boy from Hong 
Kong as he adjusts to his new home in Chinatown.  
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McKissack, Patricia C. Christmas in the Big House, Christmas in the Quarters Describes 
the customs, recipes, poems, and songs used to celebrate Christmas in the big plantation 
houses and in the slave quarters just before the Civil War.  
 
Myers, Walter Dean, The Glory Field  
A family's two hundred forty-one year history, from the capture of an African boy in the 
1750s through the lives of his descendants.  
 
Namioka, Lensey, Yang the Youngest and His Terrible Ear  
Recently arrived in Seattle from China, musically untalented Yingtao is faced with giving 
a violin performance to attract new students for his father.  
 
Ortiz, Simon, The People Shall Continue  
The history of native North Americans from Creation to the present.  
 
Park, Francis Goodbye, 382 Shin Dang Dong  
Jangmi finds it hard to say goodbye to relatives and friends, plus the food and customs of 
Korea, when her family moves to America.  
 
Park, Linda Sue, A Single Shard  
Tree-ear, a thirteen-year-old orphan in medieval Korea, lives under a bridge near a 
potters' village, and longs to learn how to throw the delicate celadon ceramics.  
 
Pinkney, Andrea Davis, Alvin Ailey The life, dancing, and choreography of Alvin Ailey, 
who created his own modern dance company to explore the African American 
experience.  
 
Pinkney, Sandra L., Shades of Black: A Celebration of Our Children Photographs and 
poetic text celebrate the beauty and diversity of African-  
American children.  
 
Ramirez, Antonia, Napi goes to the Mountain  
A Native Mexican Tale where two children go looking for their missing father.  
 
Ringgold, Faith, Tar Beach  
A young girl dreams of flying above her Harlem home, claiming all she sees for herself 
and her family. Based on the author's quilt painting of the same name.  
 
Ryan, Pam Munoz, Esperanza Rising  
Esperanza and her mother are forced to leave their life of wealth and privilege in Mexico 
to go work in the labor camps of Southern California, where they must adapt to the harsh 
circumstances facing Mexican farm workers.  
 
Say, Allen, Grandfather’s Journey  
A Japanese-American man recounts his grandfather's journey to America and the feelings 
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of being torn by a love for two different countries.  
 
Shange, Ntozake, Ellington was not a Street  
An illustrated poem in which Ntozake Shange recalls her childhood growing up in the 
company of W.E.B. Du Bois, Dizzy Gillespie, Paul Robeson, and other great  
African-American men.  
 
Soto, Gary, Too Many Tamales  
Maria tries on her mother's wedding ring while helping make tamales for Christmas. 
Panic ensues when hours later, she realizes the ring is missing.  
 
Van Laan, Nancy, In a Circle Long Ago: A Treasury of Native Lore  
A collection of Native American folktales and verse.  
 
Walter, Mildred Pitts, Justin and the Best Biscuits in the World  
Suffering in a family full of females, ten-year-old Justin feels that cleaning and keeping 
house are women's work until he spends time on his grandfather's ranch.  
 
Weatherford, Carole, Boston Moses:  
When Harriet Tubman Led Her People to Freedom A fictionalized account of Harriet 
Tubman's escape from slavery for freedom in Philadelphia, where she leads others along 
the Underground Railroad.  
 
Weiss, George, What a Wonderful World  
Ashley Bryan's artwork depicts Louis Armstrong and children of many backgrounds 
performing a puppet show.  
 
Williams, Vera, More, More, More, Said the Baby: Three Love Stories  
Three babies are caught up in the air and given loving attention by a father, grandmother, 
and mother.  
 
Woodson, Jacqueline, Show Way A mother passes on the tradition of making quilts, or 
"Show ways", that serve as secret maps for freedom seeking slaves.  
 
Yep, Laurence, The Rainbow People  
Twenty Chinese folk tales that were handed down over many generations.  
 
Yoo, Paul, Sixteen Years in Sixteen Seconds: The Sammy Lee Story  
The true story of Dr. Sammy Lee and his desire to become an Olympic diver in an age 
when racism and prejudice ruled in America.  
 
Favorite Authors  
David Adler (known for his biographies for younger children)  
Verna Aardema  
Allen and Janet Ahlberg  
Frank Asch  
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Molly Bang  
Frank Branley (“Let’s Read and Find  
Out Series” Non-Fiction)  
Margaret Wise Brown  
Marc Brown  
Jan Brett  
Tomie DePaola  
Leo and Diane Dillon  
Amy Hest  
Lillian and Russell Hoban  
Shirley Hughes  
Kevin Henkes  
Rachel Isadora  
Angela Johnson  
Ezra Jack Keats  
Helen Lester  
Leo Lionni  
Arnold Lobel  
Robert McCloskey  
Emily Arnold McCully  
James Marshall  
Mercer Mayer  
Bill Peet  
Beatrice Potter  
Peggy Rathman  
Cynthia Rylant  
Amy Schwartz  
William Steig  
Rosemary Wells  
E.B. White  
Brian Wildsmith  
Vera B. Williams  
Elizabeth Winthrop  
Charlotte Zolotow 


